The intersection of the Medicare end-stage renal disease (ESRD) benefit and hospice: an overview for home care and hospice clinicians.
End-of-life care is underutilized in patients with kidney failure despite high mortality and multiple comorbid conditions. Recent revisions in the Medicare Benefit Policy Manual and the Conditions for Coverage for End-Stage Renal Disease provide a clearer understanding for referral to palliative and hospice care. There are recommendations to improve end-of-life care in this complicated population.